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Undergraduate Torah Studies Programs 
 
The guiding vision of Yeshiva University—that the best of the heritage of contemporary 
civilization and knowledge is compatible with the ancient traditions of Jewish law and 
life—is embodied in the University’s dual curriculum of general and Torah studies. In 
addition to the general studies curricula leading to the degrees of Bachelor of Arts at 
Yeshiva College and Bachelor of Science at Sy Syms School of Business, students 
concurrently participate in Torah studies programs engaging with classic texts in the 
original Hebrew and Aramaic. 
 
Intended to expose students to the teachings of the Torah, deepen ethical and 
philosophical insight and values, and to broaden textual skills and analysis, these 
programs also offer valuable training in research methods and opportunities for 
independent work. To achieve this end, each student must be enrolled in a full course of 
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Business. Students who register for 17.5 or more JSS credits in a semester, can request 
that they transfer as four HES credits. 
 
 Tanakh (Bible) — two courses 
 First-Year Chaburah – one course 
 Hebrew language — two courses: 1203, 1204. Students who demonstrate Hebrew 

proficiency through a proficiency exam may be exempted from this requirement. 
 Jewish History — one course 
 Halakha – one course 
 Jewish Thought – one course 
 Jewish Studies — six courses from Halakhah, Jewish History, Jewish 

Philosophy/Thought, Judaic Studies, Tanakh and/or Talmud.  

 Students enrolled in the Sy Syms School of Business are also required to take 
Practical Workplace Halacha and a course in Jewish Business Law. 
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A strong complement of mashgichim (spiritual guidance counselors) who staff the various 
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 Bekius expectation of a minimum of 60 blatt of gemara per year with Rashi and 
Tosaphos (beyond what is covered in iyun shiur, and when possible within the 
Yeshiva’s mesechta) with bechinos  

 Knowledge of the weekly parshah, Rashi, and Onkolos  



