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At our most recent Leadership Scholars meeting, we were privileged to hear from YU 
President Rabbi Dr. Ari Berman. During the Q+A at the end, I asked him how Jewish leaders, 
who are in the public eye and have power and influence upon the Jewish and broader 
community, should work to retain their humility. He answered by quoting two verses from 
Parshat Shemot. The first takes place in Egypt, when Moshe sees two men fighting and he 
tries to intervene. One of them turns to Moshe with a puzzled look and says “ ימִ   ׁ◌לְאִיש ʕשָׂמְך 
 The second .(2:14) [?Who appointed you to be a master and judge over us] ”ּעָלֵינו  וְשֹׁפֵט שַׂר





“deficiency” or a “mistake.” If Hashem makes it difficult for a person to speak, it is because 
Hashem wants it to be difficult for this person to speak, because, for reasons unknown to 



Why would Hashem bring up heightened awareness to Moshe at the burning bush. We might 
suggest it is because heightened awareness is precisely what brought Moshe to the burning 
bush in the first place! 

  אֻכָּל׃   אֵינֶנּוּ  וְהַסְּנֶה  בָּאֵשׁ  בֹּעֵר  הַסְּנֶה  וְהִנֵּה  וַיַּרְא  הַסְּנֶה  מִתּוֹ�  אֵשׁ  בְּלַבַּת  אֵלָיו'  ה  מַלְאַ�  וַיֵּרָא)  ב(
 הַסְּנֶה׃  יִבְעַר לאֹ מַדּוּעַ  הַזֶּה  הַגָּדֹל הַמַּרְאֶה  אֶת  וְאֶרְאֶה נָּא האָסֻרָ  מֹשֶׁה וַיּאֹמֶר) ג(

(2) An angel of God appeared to [Moshe] in a flame from amidst the bush, and 
he saw (וירא), and behold the bush was engulfed by fire but was not being 
consumed. (3) Moshe said “I will turn now and see this great sight. Why isn’t 
the bush being consumed?” 

(Shemot 4:2-3) 

Obviously, Moshe saw the burning bush. Everyone in his position would have. In a bland and 
monotonous desert, where the most exciting spectacles are prickly green cacti, it would be 
near impossible to miss the sight of majestic red and yellow and orange flames. What made 
Moshe unique was not that he saw the bush, but rather that he chose to turn to investigate. 
The sight that brought Moshe over to the bush was not the sight of  ראה (the verb used in verse 
2 to describe Moshe noting the fire’s existence), but rather the sight of פקח. Although this 
verb isn’t used explicitly in the verse 3 (the verse in which Moshe decides to approach the 



Hashem?” Those moments when Hashem does choose to open your eyes and ears1 to a 
problem in the world, therefore, are also intentional. They are not the default. They are 
Hashem calling out to you, saying, “Hey! You! Ya, you! I am making you aware of this problem 
because I want you to do something about it. I am calling upon you to be the ish in this 
situation because there are no other anashim who are going to take care of this problem 
otherwise. And I know you have the ability to solve this problem, because otherwise I 
wouldn’t have bothered to go out of my way to make you aware of it. The fact that I am 
showing you  (o)1 (u)-12 ( )]TJ
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 your own strength that allowed you to solve this problem, but rather strength that God ,ידי
gave you, since He wouldn’t have otherwise bothered to make you aware of the problem in 
the first place. 

Furthermore, if you notice a problem in a situation and don’t see anyone else stepping in to 
solve it, you should not use this as a justification to remain passive as well. It may be that 
Hashem chose to make the others around you “blind” or “deaf” to the injustice, as we have 
seen He sometimes does -- perhaps because they do not have the capabilities to make a 
difference in this particular scenario or maybe because there are other problems that they 
are tasked with solving. But He chose to make you “see,” and that means you need to do 
something about it. The same way their lack of sight justifies lack of action, your sight 
necessitates action. It is not simply “the right thing to do.” It is an explicit directive and 
imperative from God Himself! 

Hopefully, this perspective will allow us to live life with greater cognizance of what our eyes 
see. We all have moments at which we are called upon to be leaders. If you see or hear 
something that causes an uneasy feeling in your stomach, something that seems wrong or 
odd or out of place to you, then you can assume it is Hashem who is making you aware of 
the problem. And you can therefore be confident that Hashem has given you the tools to 
solve it. Don’t be someone who notices something and stands idly by. Be someone who 
notices something and takes action. נוצרת לכך כי-- it is for this purpose that you were created! 


