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Welcome to The Graduate School In Advanced Talmudic Studies 
 



YESHIVA UNIVERSITY 

Yeshiva University is the world’s premier Jewish institution for higher education. Rooted in Jewish thought and 
tradition, it sits at the educational, spiritual and intellectual epicenter of a robust global movement that is 
dedicated to advancing the moral and material betterment of the Jewish community and broader society, in the 
service of God. 
 
In September 2017, Ari Berman was inaugurated as the fifth president of Yeshiva University. He succeeded Richard 
M. Joel, who was inaugurated in 2003, and Norman Lamm, who had held the office since 1976. President Berman’s 
two other predecessors were Bernard Revel, president from 1915 to 1940, and Samuel Belkin, who served from 
1943 to 1975. 
 
 
Visit https://www.yu.edu for more information about Yeshiva University. 



UNIVERSITY POLICIES 
 

Accreditation 
Yeshiva University is accredited by the Commission on Higher Education Middle States Association of Colleges and 
Schools and by the appropriate professional agencies: the American Psychological Association, the American Bar 





ACADEMIC POLICIES, STANDARDS AND SATISFACTORY 
PROGRESS POLICIES 

 
Academic Calendar 
Yeshiva University operates on the semester system. The academic year consists of three semesters: two 15-week 
semesters (fall and spring) and one 10-15-week semester (summer); the semester length includes examinations 
and/or final projects. The fall term runs from late August or early September to the end of December; the spring term 
runs from late January to late May. The summer term runs from late May to mid-August. Classes may meet Sunday 
through Friday. The Academic Calendars for Fall, Spring and Summer can be found online at 
https://www.yu.edu/registrar/grad-calendar/. 
 

Evaluation  
By selectivity admitting students, the program seeks to be able to insure a high level of completion rates.  All students 
who complete the program will be required to pass a comprehensive examination based on their coursework and 
additional readings. The program will monitor any teaching positions or assignments that graduates receive.  Faculty 
performance is typically monitored at the university by yearly administrative and student evaluation processes. 
 
Academic Standing 



not be allowed to register for the upcoming semester. If the hold is not cleared by the next consecutive semester that 
the student was due to register the student will be withdrawn from the program. Masters in Biblical and Talmudic 
Interpretation students who miss a semester due to a hold will not be permitted to return to the program until the 
following year. 
 

Exam Policy 
Student s will be expected to take their exams when scheduled. If a student cannot take an exam at the scheduled 
time due to serious illness or extreme circumstances they must contact the Masters in Biblical and Talmudic 
Interpretation program director and the Professor immediately in writing and provide documentation. Together the 
Director of the program and professor will determine if the student will be allowed to take the exam at another time. If 
permission is granted, the student has up to six weeks after the end of the semester to take the exam. 
 
Incomplete Grades 
A grade of Incomplete (INC) will be given when; due to extraordinary circumstances a student is not able to complete 
an exam or an assignment. The student must have obtained permission from the Professor prior to the exam or 
assignment due date. All work must be submitted six weeks after the end of the semester or the grade will change 
from an INC to an F. 
 
Appealing Grades 
Professors have sole discretion on establishing standards of performance and judgments on the quality of students’ 
performance that are fair and reasonable. Grades determined in this manner are final and not subject to review. If a 
student believes that they received a final grade inconsistent with this policy, they have up to 10 days after receiving 
the final grade to request a meeting with the Professor to discuss how their grade was determined. If after that 
individual meeting the student is still not satisfied, or if the Professor refuses to meet with the student, then the 
student can put their appeal in writing to the Professor and Director of the program. The Director will have the duty to 
review the appeal and if they determine that the grade given is justified, their decision is final. However, if the Director 
finds merit to the appeal, then the Director will meet with the Professor to review how the final grade was determined. 
At any time in this process, the Director can consult with another Professor qualified to teach the course to review the 
grade. If after independent review it was proven that the grade given was not appropriate, then together the Professor 
and the Director will determine the students’ new grade. 
 
Repeat Grades 
Masters in Biblical and Talmudic Interpretation program students who get below a C must retake that course in the 
next semester the course become available. GPATS students who receive an F in any class will be allowed to retake 
that class by permission of the Director only. The first grade will remain on the transcript and both grades will be 



Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974. Yeshiva University has adopted regulations to implement the act. A copy 
of these regulations is available upon written request, accompanied by a self-addressed stamped envelope to the 
Office of the Registrar. 
Official records of students are sent only in the form of a complete transcript. No partial records are sent, nor are 
records listing only courses without grades. 
Students who believe there is an error in their academic record (e.g., grade, average, credit value, or course) must 
promptly contact the Office of the Registrar. 
 
Diplomas 
Diplomas will be mailed to the address students list on the Application for Graduation Form within eight (8) weeks of 
the degree date. The last name on the student’s diploma must match the last name on the student’s record at the 
School. Duplicate or revised diplomas can be secured under certain circumstances. More information is available on 
the Office of the Registrar website at www.yu.edu/registrar. 
 



 

Change of Address, leaves and Dismissal 
 
Leave of Absence 



Code Of Ethics 
 
Academic Integrity 
Masters in Biblical and Talmudic Interpretation students are expected to uphold the highest standards of academic 
integrity. All work student submit must be their own. All outside sources used in coursework and assignments must be 
properly cited. Academic dishonesty included but is not limited to plagiarism, cheating on an exam, passing off 
another’s wok as your own or any time of falsification. Anyone found to be in violation of this academic integrity policy 
will be brought before the Academic Review Committee, which will review the alleged violation and can impose 
sanctions based upon the seriousness of their findings. Those sanctions can include dismissal from the program. 
 

Cheating on Assignments and/or Exams 
Cheating is an affront on academic integrity and ethics. Any instance of dishonesty undermines your work and the 
work of your classmates and the University. 
 

Plagiarism 
In defining plagiarism, this policy distinguishes between Intentional Misrepresentation (which is deemed to 
constitute plagiarism) and Misuse of Sources. These are two clear extremes, but this policy also recognizes that 



(4) If the student denies the allegations, the Katz School Student Advocate will conduct an initial investigation to 
assess the merits of the case within 10 days after receipt of the student’s statement of denial. The Katz School 
Student Advocate is a full-time staff member appointed byte Dean to help students understand academic 
policies and procedures and to facilitate the initial review of the Academic Integrity process by collecting and 
reviewing documentation. 

 





programs and activities, thereby empowering students with disabilities to actualize their full academic and personal 
potential. Please visit the following website for more information about Disability Services, 

its documentation guidelines and contact information: https://www.yu.edu/student-life/resources-and- 
services/disability-services/students. 

 

Parking for Students and Alumni 
Students and alumni are eligible for parking at our uptown Wilf Campus. To apply for parking, please fill out and 
submit the applicable student parking or alumni parking application. Students should also notify parking@yu.edu 
regarding any adjustments to their parking account, such as vehicle or scheduling changes. 
 

Shuttle Transportation 
The Office of Safety and Security provides free intercampus shuttle service in the evenings between the Beren and 
Wilf campuses and free local shuttle service to campus buildings, local transit hubs, and other approved stops. To 
access the intercampus shuttle, students need to open an account and sign up at www.yushuttles.com. To view the 
schedules (for both the local and intercampus shuttles), visit https://www.yu.edu/safety-
security/transportation/shuttles.   



PROGRAM DESCRIPTIONS 
 
Bible and Talmud Tracks  
The GPATS program requires every student to take courses in Judaic Studies.  Those in the Talmud track take 
courses in Talmud and Jewish Law. Those in Bible track take course in Bible and Jewish Law.  Those in Talmud track 
must remain in Talmud track for the full two year, but may join the Bible track in year three.  Those in Bible track must 
remain in Bible track fot the full two years, but may join the Talmud track in year three.  Exceptions can be granted by 
the Director of the program.   
 
Students who major in Talmudic Interpretation will typically take eight 6-credit courses in Talmud and Jewish Law to 
get their degree. Students who major in Biblical Interpretation willy typically take four 6-credit courses in Jewish law 
and eight 3-credit courses in Bible to get their degree.  
 

Program Director and Faculty 
 Associate Dean Shoshana Schechter 






TALS 5227 – Tractate Ketuvot II - Rabbi David Nachbar 
This course in Advanced Talmud will focus on key topics in the fourth and fifth chapters of Masekhet 
Ketubot related to the ketubah, the Jewish marriage contract, and its primary and secondary 
obligations.  We will explore the relationship between the base sum of money, ikkar ketubah, contained in 
the marriage contract and any additional volitional commitment, tosefet ketubah, as well as the ketubah's 
relationship to its multifaceted derivative obligations known as t'naei ketubah. In addition, we will explore 
the reciprocal marital obligations between husband and wife both on the Biblical and rabbinic planes as 
well as the specific correspondence that the rabbis established between particular obligations and 
privileges of marriage. 
 
TALS 5234 -Bava Metzia I - Rabbi David Nachbar 
This course in Advanced Talmud will explore cases of monetary conflict which lack definitive evidence 
and proof needed to resolve the case.  In these instances, what factors does beit din utilize to guide their 
resolution, especially given the lingering uncertainty?  What are beit din's primary goals in adjudicating 
the case - achieving a veritable resolution that is truthful to what occured, resolving the case in the most 
equitable fashion for all involved parties in the dispute, or a pragmatism that is primarily motivated in 
moving forward from conflict?  Resolution methods such as kol di'alim gevar, yachloku, shuda di'dayyni, 
and yehei munach will be weighed against one another, as well as the myriad factors that might influence 
the preference of one over the other. 
 



investigated. The issue of how to ascertain the reason for Rashi’s incorporation of midrashic exegesis, 
particular� 


