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contexts of oppression in shaping institutions and social work. Social workers understand the 

role of other professionals when engaged in interprofessional practice. Social workers recognize 

the importance of lifelong learning and are committed to continually updating their skills to 

ensure relevant and effective practice. Social workers understand digital technology and the 

ethical use of technology in social work practice.  

 

Social workers:  

a. make ethical decisions by applying the standards of the National Association of Social 

Workers Code of Ethics, relevant laws and regulations, models for ethical decision making, 

ethical conduct of research, and additional codes of ethics within the profession as appropriate to 

the context;  

b. demonstrate professional behavior; appearance; and oral, written, and electronic 

communication;  

c. use technology ethically and appropriately to facilitate practice outcomes; and  

d. use supervision and consultation to guide professional judgment and behavior. 

 

Competency 2: Advance Human Rights and Social, Racial, Economic, and Environmental 

Justice  

Social workers understand that every person regardless of position in society has fundamental 

human rights. Social workers are knowledgeable about the global intersecting and ongoing 

injustices throughout history that result in oppression and racism, inclu
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oppression, poverty, marginalization, and alienation as well as privilege and power. Social 

workers understand the societal and historical roots of social and racial injustices and the forms 

and mechanisms of oppression and discrimination. Social workers und
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b. demonstrate respect for client self-determination during the assessment process by 

collaborating with clients and constituencies in developing a mutually agreed-upon plan.  

 

Competency 8: Intervene with Individuals, Families, Groups, Organizations, and 

Communities  

Social workers understand that intervention is an ongoing component of the dynamic and 

interactive process of social work practice. Social workers understand theories of human 

behavior, person-in-environment, and other interprofessional conceptual framewor
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6. Critique historical systems that disadvantage vulnerable groups through systemic 

oppression; 

7. Reflect on the history of community practice within social work; 

8. Develop methods for collaboration within community practice; 

9. Assess the use of power within their own community practice; and 

10. Competently manage conflict within their practice 

 

INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS 

 

Class sessions include lectures (using the delivery method appropriate to the course) that follow 

the progression of the course outline.  Discussions focus on lecture content, reading assignments, 

current events relevant to community practice and student experiences in the field. A variety of 

techniques, including group exercises, audio-visual presentations and guest speakers may be 

used. Students in this class in any format (asynchronously, synchronously online via Zoom, or in 

person) will participate in online discussions in Canvas in order to meet the required contact 

hours for the course. 

 

Students are expected to complete all assigned readings on time, attend class in person or 

complete lecture modules online, and participate knowledgeably in class discussions.   

 

COURSE EXPECTATIONS AND GRADING 

 

Students are expected to complete the assignments described below. Rubrics are provided for 

class engagement and written assignments, and more detail about all assignments can be found in 

Canvas. 

 

Each assignment will be due as described below. More details can be found in Canvas. 

                                                                    

Assignment  Session Due Value 

Class Engagement 1-14 250 

Voter Engagement Proposal 2 50 
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Class engagement  

Class participation includes active participation during class time for students who are taking 

class in person or synchronously via zoom, as well as participation in additional interactive 

online activities throughout the semester (roughly 45-60 minutes per week in addition to class 

time).  To make the most of this time, students should expect to complete all reading in advance 

of the class period, and to come to class prepared to ask questions, help other students with 

challenges, and discuss that weekôs topic. Please consult the class engagement rubric at the end 

of this syllabus for more information. 
 
Voter Engagement Project 

Throughout the first half of the semester, students will develop and implement their first 
community practice project: a 

https://www.springer.com/us/book/9783319685878
https://www.socialworkers.org/About/Ethics/Code-of-Ethics/Code-of-Ethics-English


http://www.yu.edu/Student-Life/Resources-and-Services/Disability-Services/
http://www.yu.edu/Student-Life/Resources-and-Services/Disability-Services/
/sites/default/files/legacy/uploadedFiles/Student_Life/Resources-and-Services/Disability-Services/Students/Intake%20Form%206%205%2013.pdf
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/Student-Life/Resources-and-Services/Disability-Services/doc-guidelines/
/Student-Life/Resources-and-Services/Disability-Services/doc-guidelines/
http://yulib002.mc.yu.edu:2262/er.php
https://library.yu.edu/home
mailto:gross@yu.edu
http://www.yu.edu/libraries/online_resources.asp
https://library.yu.edu/OffCampusAccess
mailto:gross@yu.edu
mailto:ereserves@yu.edu
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file:///C:/Users/gross/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/O7HQN1WN/www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html
http://www.grammarly.com/plagiarism_checker
http://www.grammarly.com/plagiarism_checker
http://www.dustball.com/cs/plagiarism.checker
http://www.dustball.com/cs/plagiarism.checker
http://www.plagtracker.com/
http://www.plagium.com/
http://www.plagscan.com/seesources/
http://www.duplichecker.com/
/ferpa
http://www.yu.edu/sites/default/files/legacy/uploadedFiles/Student_Life/Resources_and_Services/Standards_and_Policies/Drug%20and%20Alcohol%20Policy%206.28.16.pdf
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can be found here.  

¶ The Universityôs Computer Guidelines can be found here. 

 

Incomplete Policy 

It is expected that all work must be submitted no later than the final day of this class, unless 

otherwise specified by the instructor.  Incomplete grades are only given in exceptional 

/sites/default/files/inline-files/revised%20Title%20IX%20Policy%20%28April%202018%29.pdf
/sites/default/files/legacy/uploadedFiles/Offices_and_Services/Information_Technology/Home/Yeshiva%20University%20Student%20Technology%20Resources%20Use%20Handbook.pdf


https://yu.instructure.com/courses/56102/files/2578126?wrap=1
http://www.radiolab.org/story/60-words/
http://www.radiolab.org/story/60-words/
https://votingissocialwork.org/
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Podcast: https://www.civics101podcast.org/civics-101-

https://www.civics101podcast.org/civics-101-episodes/whyyoushouldvote
https://www.civics101podcast.org/civics-101-episodes/howtovote
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/617738f170b3541175fb9748/t/62179ee9600fe83c9c2432fc/1645715178124/Ending+Felony+Disenfranchisement+Commentary.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/617738f170b3541175fb9748/t/62179ee9600fe83c9c2432fc/1645715178124/Ending+Felony+Disenfranchisement+Commentary.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1093/sw/swaa036
https://www.npr.org/sections/codeswitch/2019/12/31/761932806/your-body-being-used-where-prisoners-who-can-t-vote-fill-voting-districts
https://www.npr.org/sections/codeswitch/2019/12/31/761932806/your-body-being-used-where-prisoners-who-can-t-vote-fill-voting-districts
https://www.civics101podcast.org/civics-101-episodes/voterfraud
https://yu.instructure.com/courses/61723/files/3259876?wrap=1
https://yu.instructure.com/courses/61723/files/3259876?wrap=1
https://votingissocialwork.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/2468/2020/09/voter-registration-empowering-clients.pdf
https://votingissocialwork.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/2468/2020/09/voter-registration-empowering-clients.pdf
http://nonprofitsnapcast.org/2020/08/12/voter-engagement-in-nonprofits-with-katharine-hill-and-tanya-rhodes-smith/?fbclid=IwAR2sV8P4SEHZCTyJfVvI59Hf6JiavL33-pUPLTkEG8_jk9X_tzgz29Xxoyk
http://nonprofitsnapcast.org/2020/08/12/voter-engagement-in-nonprofits-with-katharine-hill-and-tanya-rhodes-smith/?fbclid=IwAR2sV8P4SEHZCTyJfVvI59Hf6JiavL33-pUPLTkEG8_jk9X_tzgz29Xxoyk
http://nonprofitsnapcast.org/2020/08/12/voter-engagement-in-nonprofits-with-katharine-hill-and-tanya-rhodes-smith/?fbclid=IwAR2sV8P4SEHZCTyJfVvI59Hf6JiavL33-pUPLTkEG8_jk9X_tzgz29Xxoyk
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/07/29/magazine/voting-rights-act-dream-undone.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/07/29/magazine/voting-rights-act-dream-undone.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/09/07/us/voter-fraud-penalties.html
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Mimi-Abramovitz/publication/336076752_Voting_is_Social_Work_Voices_From_the_National_Social_Work_Voter_Mobilization_Campaign/links/5fcd019a92851c00f854ecdf/Voting-is-Social-Work-Voices-From-the-National-Social-Work-Voter-Mobilization-Campaign.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Mimi-Abramovitz/publication/336076752_Voting_is_Social_Work_Voices_From_the_National_Social_Work_Voter_Mobilization_Campaign/links/5fcd019a92851c00f854ecdf/Voting-is-Social-Work-Voices-From-the-National-Social-Work-Voter-Mobilization-Campaign.pdf
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Berman, A. (2016). There were 5-hour lines to vote in Arizona because the Supreme Court 

gutted the Voting Rights Act. The Nation http://www.thenation.com/article/there-were-five-hour-

lines-to-vote-in-arizona-because-the-supreme-court-gutted-the-voting-rights-act 

Week 7 

Stabenow video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y4AUbI_47VE 

Wehrmann, K. C., & McClain, A. (2018). Social work speaks: National Association of Social 

Workers policy statements, 2018-2020. NASW Press: "Voter Participation" 

Thompson, J.J. (1994). Social workers and politics: Beyond the Hatch Act. Social Work, 39(4), 

457-465. 

Week 8 

Lane, S.R., Newransky, C., Acquaye-Doyle, L., Furmanek, F., Keilty, M., Phanord, L., Quinn-

Beers, J., & Roberson-Steele, J. (in press). Social workers as poll workers: Experiences in the 

2020 and 2021 elections.  

Plummer, J.  (2022). Political process and youth empowerment. Encyclopedia of Social 

Work. https://oxfordre.com/socialwork/view/10.1093/acrefore/9780199975839.001.0001/acrefor

e-9780199975839-e-294 

Unit 3: 

http://www.thenation.com/article/there-were-five-hour-lines-to-vote-in-arizona-because-the-supreme-court-gutted-the-voting-rights-act
http://www.thenation.com/article/there-were-five-hour-lines-to-vote-in-arizona-because-the-supreme-court-gutted-the-voting-rights-act
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y4AUbI_47VE
https://yu.instructure.com/courses/61723/files/3259875?wrap=1
https://yu.instructure.com/courses/61723/files/3259896?wrap=1
https://yu.instructure.com/courses/61723/files/3259896?wrap=1
https://oxfordre.com/socialwork/view/10.1093/acrefore/9780199975839.001.0001/acrefore-9780199975839-e-294
https://oxfordre.com/socialwork/view/10.1093/acrefore/9780199975839.001.0001/acrefore-9780199975839-e-294
http://www.wnyc.org/story/whos-gerry-and-why-he-so-bad-drawing-maps/
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Lane & Pritzker, Chapter 2ð

https://web-p-ebscohost-com.ezproxy.yu.edu/ehost/detail/detail?vid=0&sid=5df9183e-eb41-4273-87af-a5aba3382791%40redis&bdata=JnNpdGU9ZWhvc3QtbGl2ZSZzY29wZT1zaXRl#AN=26769111&db=hch
https://web-p-ebscohost-com.ezproxy.yu.edu/ehost/detail/detail?vid=0&sid=5df9183e-eb41-4273-87af-a5aba3382791%40redis&bdata=JnNpdGU9ZWhvc3QtbGl2ZSZzY29wZT1zaXRl#AN=26769111&db=hch
https://www.civics101podcast.org/civics-101-episodes/japaneseamericaninternment
https://journals.shareok.org/jofsw/article/download/47/35
https://www-journals-uchicago-edu.ezproxy.yu.edu/doi/epdf/10.1086/701640
https://www-journals-uchicago-edu.ezproxy.yu.edu/doi/epdf/10.1086/701640
https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?referer=https://www.google.com/&httpsredir=1&article=3819&context=jssw
https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?referer=https://www.google.com/&httpsredir=1&article=3819&context=jssw
https://www.civics101podcast.org/civics-101-episodes/twopartysystem
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Week 14  

Lane & Pritzker, Chapter 4

https://www.annualreviews.org/doi/full/10.1146/annurev-soc-073014-112142
https://account.jces.ua.edu/index.php/jces/article/download/219/210
https://account.jces.ua.edu/index.php/jces/article/download/219/210
https://account.jces.ua.edu/index.php/jces/article/download/219/210
https://journals-sagepub-com.ezproxy.yu.edu/doi/pdf/10.1177/0886109910384076
https://journals-sagepub-com.ezproxy.yu.edu/doi/pdf/10.1177/0886109910384076
https://www-tandfonline-com.ezproxy.yu.edu/doi/pdf/10.1080/19371918.2020.1808145
https://www-tandfonline-com.ezproxy.yu.edu/doi/pdf/10.1080/19371918.2020.1808145
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CLASS ENGAGEMENT RUBRIC 

 Advanced 

Competence  

(A= 94-100; A- = 90-

93) 

High 

Competence  
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WRITTEN ASSIGNMENT RUBRIC 

 

 Advanced 

Competence  

(A= 94-100; A- = 

90-93) 

High 

Competence  

(B+ = 87-89; B= 

83-86) 

Fair Competence 

(B-=80-82; C+ = 

75-79)  

Pre- Competence  

(C=70-74 F<74) 

Intro & 

conclusion  

 

The intro guides 

the reader 

smoothly an .r 
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some opposing 

views considered. 

articulate 

opposing 

viewpoints. 

discussion and the 

literature. 

Organization 

& Clarity 

 

Organization is 

logical and 

apparent with 

connections 

among 

paragraphs 

clearly 

articulated. 

Transitions 

between 

paragraphs are 

smooth. Wording 

is unambiguous. 

Sentence 

structure is clear. 

Organization is 

logical and 

apparent, but 

transitions 

between 

paragraphs are 

not consistently 

smooth; all but a 

few paragraphs 

connect with 

clarity. Paper is 

unambiguous. 

Sentence 

structure is 

mostly clear.  

Organization can 

only be discerned 

with effort. Not 

all parts of the 

paper fit the 

organizational 

structure. There is 

no logical 

connection 

between many 

paragraphs. 

Wording is 

ambiguous 

Sentence structure 

confusing.  

Organization of the 

paper as a whole is not 

logical or discernable. 

Throughout the paper, 

wording is ambiguous. 

Sentence structure is 

consistently confusing. 

 


