
 



ABOUT THIS CATALOG 

This Academic Catalog provides statements about policies and procedures which are currently 
operative and it is intended primarily as a source of information for graduate students. Unless 
otherwise stated in this document, this catalog supersedes all previous catalogs and academic 
information and policies and is binding on all Bernard Revel Graduate School of Jewish Studies 
graduate students at Yeshiva University, effective at the time they enroll. It was prepared 
based on the best information available at the time of publication. The School, however, 
reserves the right to change tuition, fees, course offerings, regulations, policies, and 
admission and graduation requirements at any time without prior notice. However, students 
may continue a course of study in effect at the time they enrolled provided that they 
complete the program within the specified time period.  

Students are ultimately responsible for knowing and observing all regulations and degree 
requirements that may affect their status at Bernard Revel Graduate School and paying all fees. 
For this reason, students should meet with academic advisors and the Office of the Registrar on 
a regular basis as well as read thoroughly the contents of this catalog. 
 
This catalog, posted on the YU website, is the official catalog. Printed versions are copies of the 
catalog. If there are corrections or tma�icia myOfh asns
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WELCOME TO BERNARD REVEL GRADUATE SCHOOL OF JEWISH STUDIES 

Named after the first president of Yeshiva University, Bernard Revel Graduate School of Jewish Studies (Revel) 
is recognized as one of the outstanding academic graduate programs in its field. It evolved from Yeshiva 
University's graduate program in Semitics, which was established in 1935. The program was transformed into the 
Graduate School in 1937 and was expanded and renamed in 1941 in honor of the late Dr. Revel. Dr. Samuel 
Belkin, the University's second president, was secretary of Revel's faculty during its early years. Dr. Norman 
Lamm, the University's third president, earned his PhD in Jewish philosophy from Revel in 1966. Other alumni 





Joshua Karlip, Associate Professor of Jewish History 
PhD, Jewish Theological Seminary 
Eastern European Jewish History, Jewish Nationalism, Modern Yiddish Culture, Jewish Intellectual 
Responses to Nazism, Jewish Religious Life in the Soviet Union, Lithuanian Jewry 

 
Aaron Koller,  Professor of Bible 
PhD, Yeshiva University 
Near Eastern languages, semantics and lexicography, archaeology and texts, intellectual and cultural 
histories of antiquity 

 
Ari Mermelstein, Associate Professor of Bible and Second Temple Literature 
PhD, New York University 
Bible, Second Temple history and literature 

 
Jess Olson, Associate Professor of Jewish History 
PhD, Stanford University 
Modern East and Central European Jewry; German-Jewish history and thought; Austro-Hungarian Jewry; 
modern Jewish intellectual history; history of Jewish politics and nationalism 

 
Ronnie Perelis, Chief Rabbi Dr. Isaac Abraham and Jelena (Rachel) Alcalay Chair in Sephardic Studies; 
Associate Professor of Sephardic Studies 
PhD, New York University 
Jews in the medieval and early modern Iberian world; Inquisition and Crypto-Judaism; autobiography 
and travel literature; Sephardic diasporas; Jewish presence in Latin America 

 
Daniel Rynhold, Professor of Jewish Philosophy and Dr Mordecai D. Katz Dean  
PhD, London School of Economics & Political Science 
Modern Jewish philosophy; Nietzsche and Jewish philosophy; approaches to Ta'amei ha-Mitzvot; the 
philosophy of Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik 

 

Joshua Zimmerman, Eli and Diana Zborowski Professorial Chair in Holocaust Studies and East 
European Jewish History; Associate Professor of History 
PhD, Brandeis University 
Jewish social and national movements in Eastern Europe; Jewish culture in Eastern Europe; Holocaust 
studies 
 
Senior Adjunct Faculty 
Elisheva Carlebach, Visiting Professor of History  
PhD, Columbia University 
History of early modern European Jewry 
 
Barry Eichler, Visiting Professor of Bible and Cuneiform Studies  
PhD, University of Pennsylvania 
Application of Mesopotamian literature to the study of the Bible 

 
Sid Z. Leiman, Visiting Professor of Jewish History and Literature  
PhD, University of Pennsylvania 
Bible; history of biblical exegesis; early modern Jewish intellectual history 

 
Daniel Tsadik, Visiting Professor of Sephardic and Iranian Studies  
PhD, Yale University 
History of the Jews in Islamic lands; Modern Iran; Shi'i Islam; Iran's religious minorities; Iran's Jewry 

  







 
Retaliation is prohibited against anyone who filed and/or participated in the investigation of a complaint, even if the 
complaint is unsubstantiated. When warranted, the University will take appropriate, corrective action to remedy all 



 
Program Codes 
All programs 



ACADEMIC POLICIES, STANDARDS AND EXPECTATIONS 
 

Academic Calendar 



Description of Grades 
 
There are two categories of grades that can be recorded on a student’s transcript. Academic grades note academic 
achievement in a course of study; administrative grades note a student’s status in a course of study. 

 
 

ACADEMIC GRADES  ADMINISTRATIVE GRADES 

Quality of Performance Lette
r 
Grad
e 

Range % GPA/ 
Quality 

Pts. 

GRADE DESCRIPTION 

Excellent - work is of 
exceptional quality 

A 93 - 100 4 G Stopped attending without filing an 



If a student believes a grade is incorrect, he/she must first meet with the instructor. Should this meeting be 
unsatisfactory, and the student would like to officially appeal the grade, the student may next meet with the 
Dean. The Dean will review materials related to the grade appeal and make a final decision. 

 
Prerequisites 
In order to receive credit for a graduate prerequisite course, the student must receive a B or better in the course. 
However, individual programs may require higher grades. A course may not be taken if the student has not 
received the minimum grade required in a prerequisite course. The student must repeat the prerequisite course, 
or an acceptable substitution approved by the Program Director. 

 
Transfer of Credit 







academic record (e.g., in a grade, average, credit value, or course) must promptly contact the Office of the 
Registrar (see www.yu.edu/registrar for contact information). 

 

Change of Name or Address 
A student who wishes to change either a first or last name on School records must file a Request for Change of 
Name on School Records Form in the Office of the Registrar. Students who change their home or local residences 
are required to notify the Office of the Registrar within 10 days by updating their addresses and phone numbers 
online at https://www.yu.edu/registrar/registration A student is responsible for all mail sent to the old address if 
his/her address has not been updated. 
 

  



SATISFACTORY PROGRESS POLICIES 

Good Academic Standing 
Federal regulations now require all institutions to establish, publish, and apply standards of Satisfactory Academic 
Progress for federal financial aid eligibility. Since these must be at least as rigorous as the school’s policy for 
students not receiving such aid, these regulations effectively mandate the establishment of standards for all 
students. 
 
All students must maintain a minimum grade point average of 3.0 per semester and cumulatively and must make 
satisfactory progress toward a degree within the time frames detailed in the Program Descriptions section. All 
students must meet these standards of good academic standing and satisfactory academic progress. Students not 
meeting these standards may be placed on academic probation and may become ineligible for financial aid. 
These standards are applicable to all students. They are required for certification by New York State for financial 





counseling staff and/or administrative official prior to any such decision. The student also may appeal the decision 
as set forth in the preceding paragraph. 

 
The University reserves the right to make appropriate arrangements regarding the health and safety of the 
student. 

 
A student placed on involuntary leave must remain off campus for the duration of their leave. A student on 
involuntary leave may not visit the campus or any other facility owned by the University without written approval 
from a University official. 

 
The School will notify all relevant parties of the leave of absence and/or removal from campus. 

 
A student’s continuance on the rolls of the University; the receipt of academic credits, honors, and awards; 
graduation; and the conferring of any degree, diploma, or certificate upon a student are entirely subject to the 
disciplinary powers of the University and to the student maintaining high standards of ethical and academic 
conduct. A student may be placed on probation or dismissed at the discretion of the Dean at any time for 
infringement of these standards. 

 

Readmission





Appeal 
Within 10 days of receipt of the Dean’s letter, the student may file an appeal by submitting it in writing to the 



SOCIAL MEDIA USE 

Students are required to adhere to the Social Media Policy established by the University and posted on the 
website of the Office of the registrar:  

https://www.yu.edu/sites/default/files/inline-files/guidelines_for_yu_related_social_media_profiles_yu.pdf  
 

Any student who posts content (on a personal or University website) that is deemed inappropriate and/or a 
violation of the School’s Code of Ethics will .᠄䀀nd/or a

USE
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Health Services 
All students have access to the University's Student Health Centers on the Wilf and Beren campuses. The Health 
Centers provide free walk-in care during business hours. The Health Centers treat students experiencing episodic 
illnesses and minor injuries on campus. Hours and contact information are available online at 
https://www.yu.edu/student-life/resources-and-services/health-and-wellness. 

 



YUcard 
Students’ YU ID card is part of the OneCard system, which allows students access to campus buildings, free 
shuttles, Library accounts, Dining Services, and printing accounts. Students can view account balances at 



PROGRAM DESCRIPTIONS 
 
Bernard Revel offers MA and PhD degree programs in Modern Jewish History, Medieval Jewish History, Ancient 
Jewish History, Jewish Philosophy, Bible, and Talmudic Studies, a joint MA/MS program with the Azrieli Graduate 
School of Jewish Education and Administration, as well as a joint BA/MA degree program for qualified undergraduates 
at Stern College for Women, Yeshiva College, and Sy Syms School of Business. 

 
 

MA Program 
Applications for admission to the Master’s program are considered three times a year, for the Fall, Spring, and Summer 
semesters. Applications for Fall and Summer admission to the MA program by students requesting scholarships, 
including all supporting documents, should be submitted by the end of April. Later applications will be considered, but 
priority in the granting of financial aid will be given to those who file by this date. For spring admission, students should 
apply at least one month prior to the semester in which they wish to be admitted. 

 
Admissions Requirements 
Applicants must hold a bachelor's degree or its equivalent from a recognized college or university and have a grade 
point average of at least B (3.0). Academic background should include documented evidence of a Hebrew proficiency 
adequate for the required readings. In the absence of such evidence, a Hebrew reading test may be required as part of 
the admission process. This entering without Hebrew Proficiency will be unable to take those courses that require such 
proficiency. 

 
Curriculum and Degree Requirements  

Credit Requirement 



Satisfactory Academic Progress 



PhD Program 



Satisfactory Academic Progress 
 
All course assignments must be completed within a semester and summer of the completion of a course, though faculty may require 





Joint MA/MS Program with Azrieli Graduate School of Jewish Education 
and Administration 
 
Curriculum and Degree Requirements  
The Azrieli-Revel Dual Degree (ARDD) program, through which students earn an MS at Azrieli Graduate School of Jewish Education 
and Administration and an MA at Revel concurrently (with some courses counting toward both degrees), is designed to provide 



Please note in addition: 
1. The undergraduate registrar must register all graduate courses taken within the 12 credit maximum. 
2. Grades in graduate courses taken to meet undergraduate requirements will be included in the undergraduate 

GPA and will be taken into account for awarding honors at graduation and for determining valedictorian. The 
student must inform the professor at the beginning of the semester that he or she may not receive a grade of 
Incomplete. 

3. Regardless of whether or not the course fulfills a specific requirement toward the BA degree, courses taken on 
the BA/MA program must be completed and graded in order for the student to be awarded the BA degree. 

4. The tuition of full-time (12 credits) undergraduate students covers the cost of the graduate courses. A part-time 
undergraduate student will be charged undergraduate per-credit charges for the undergraduate courses and 
graduate per-credit charges for the graduate courses. 
 

 
 
 
 
 





JHI 5215 Jews under Roman Rule 



JHI 6244 Diaspora and Exile in Ancient Jewish Thought 
The first half of this course will focus on how Jews in antiquity struggled theologically to make sense of exile. The second half of the 
course will deal with what we know about life in the ancient Jewish diaspora. 

 
JHI 6245 Josephus: Profile of a 2nd Temple Jew 
This course will examine the life and writings of the ancient Jew, Flavius Josephus, as a window into Second Temple Jewish society 
and a case study in the complexities of Jewish identity in antiquity. We will also consider the after-life of this ancient Jew by 
examining the reception of his works among Christians, medieval Jews, and 20th century Zionist historians. 

 
JHI 6246 Philo of Alexandria: Profile of a 2nd Temple Jew 
Using Philo of Alexandria and his massive literary output as an extended case study, this course will explore the complex 
configurations of Jewish identity for ancient Jews living in the Greek-speaking communities of the Diaspora. 

 
JHI 6255 Jewish Art and Visual Culture 
Implications of Jewish art and visual culture for the study of Jewish history from Talmudic times through the twentieth century. 

 
JHI 6285 Literatures of the Ancient Synagogue: Midrash, Liturgy, Targum 
This course will explore the history of the synagogue during the Greco-Roman period, using the methods of social and cultural 
history, through the study of archaeological, rabbinic, patristic as well as Second Temple period sources. Synagogue studies will 
serve as a window through which to view significant trends in classical Jewish history. 

 
JHI 6461 Historians on Chazal: Writing the World of the Sages 
This course explores ways that modern historians have formed their visions of Jewish history within their own cultural contexts, as 
they set their focus upon the Greco-Roman period. This course also counts toward the concentration in modern Jewish history. 

 

Medieval Jewish History 
 
JHI 6819 (The Interface Between Sefarad & Ashkenaz in the High Middle Ages) also counts toward the Talmudic Studies 
concentration. See also Talmudic Studies, Jewish History, and Modern Jewish History for courses that can also count toward this 
concentration.  

 
JHI 5321 Medieval Jewish History: Christian Europe 
Survey of the legal standing, communal life, and intellectual history of medieval European Jewry under Christendom; the relationship 
between Judaism and Christianity, the rise of anti-Semitism, cultural achievement, and confrontation in the major Jewish centers; the 
challenges of late medieval persecutions and expulsions. 

 
JHI 5335 Jews in the Lands of Islam I 
This course examines major developments in the Jews’ lives under Muslim rule. The course starts with the discussion of the Jews’ 
circumstance in the earliest days of Islam, the Jews’ encounter with Muhammad, their perceptions in the Quran, hadith, and the 
Muslim (Sunni and Shi’i) polemical literature, and according to the dhimma status. We will discuss the Gaonic period, the emergence 
of Karaism, the world of the Geniza, and the Jews in Spain and Mamluk Egypt. In all these we will be focusing on both the Jews’ 
status and communal life. 

 
JHI 5345 The History of the Tosafists and their Literary Corpus 
The Tosafists of northern France and Germany revolutionized the study of Talmud and halakhah. This course will identify and 
discuss the possible pre-Crusade origins of the Tosafist methods, the leading figures and schools of the 12th and 13th centuries 
(including the salient differences in method and literary style between the various centers), and the impact of historical events and 
intellectual currents in medieval European society on these developments. Attention will be paid to manuscript sources and ‘lost’ 
Tosafists works as well. 

 
JHI 5821 Introduction to the Literature of the Rishonim 
Orientation to the works of the classical Rishonim, the various schools, their affiliations and relationship; personalities of various 
Rishonim; the several often differing editions of their works. 

 
JHI 6377 Muslim-Jewish Polemics 
The course discusses Muslim—both Sunni and Shi‘i—religious disputations against Judaism, as well as the Jewish rebuttal against 
Islam in medieval and modern times. 

 
 



JHI 6384 Convivencia and Conflict: A Sephardic Cultural History: 711-1492 



JHI 6832 Topics in History of Halakhah II 
This course will trace the history and development of several significant halakhic policies in medieval Ashkenaz, with comparisons to 
Spanish and Provencal halakhah and society as well. Among the topics to be discussed are immersion for the returning apostate, 
the requirements of qiddush ha-Shem, the underpinnings and parameters of Jewish self-government, and the regulation of 
synagogue functionaries and rites. 

 
JHI 8800 Doctoral Seminar in the Historical Analysis of Medieval and Early Modern Rabbinic 
Literature 
The aim of this seminar is to focus on reading and analytical methods. We will begin with the two topics that follow, the first focused 
on an issue of social history and spirituality (Sefer Huqqei ha-Torah), and the second on the interface between halakhah and society 



JHI 5441 The Jews of Eastern Europe: 1914–89 
Survey of the political, social, and economic history of the Jews in Eastern Europe from the outbreak of World War I to the end of 
Communist rule in 1989; character of the Soviet Jewish experiment; position of interwar Jewry in Poland, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, 
Romania, and Lithuania; impact of Nazi genocidal policies on the Jewish communities of the area; fate of these Jewish communities 
during the half-century after World War II. 

 
JHI 5445 Kulturkampf in Eastern Europe: The Russian Haskalah and the Rabbinic Response 
Until the 1860s, most Russian maskilim were observant Jews who sought to reconcile Jewish and secular learning. However, their 
cultural program of acculturation and educational reform set them on a collision course with most rabbis, whose authority they 
challenged. This course will focus on the writings and activity of three central representatives of the three generations of Russian 



JHI 6407 Marranos and Other Heretics: Varieties of Heresy in the Iberian World 
This course examin



culture, the battle between Hasidim and Mitnagdim, the Mussar Movement, the Haskalah, Zionism, Jewish socialism, Orthodoxy, the 



JHI 6506 Varieties of Jewish Nationalism 
The rise of Jewish national movements in late-19th and early-20th century Central and Eastern Europe; focuses on the diverse forms 
of Jewish national expression, including Zionism, Autonomism, and Bundism; the emergence of these movements within the wider 
context of the national revival in 19th-century Europe. 

 
JHI 6540 The Social and Intellectual Life of German Jewry: 1780–1933 
This course is an in-depth study of the history and historiography of 19th and 20th century German Jewry. We will engage with the 
social, cultural and intellectual features of German Jewish communities from the late Enlightenment through the collapse of the 
Weimar Republic. 
 
JHI 6541 Austro-Hungarian Jewry, 1772–1916 
This course will explore the encounter of the Habsburg Empire with its various Jewish communities from the expansion of the 



BIB 5203 Biblical Hebrew 
Orthography (the Tiberian system of pointing), phonology (gemination, vowel length, stress, syllable structure, reduction, alternation 
of reduced vowels with full vowels, compensatory lengthening), morphology (the definite article, the conjunction, prefixed 
prepositions, suffixed pronouns, regular and irregular verbs in all binyanim), syntax (passive, causative, reflexive; clause types), 





BIB 8250 Book of Proverbs 
Selected passages from the Book of Proverbs, with emphasis on intellectual and philological issues in the light of ancient Near 
Eastern literature, rabbinic commentary, and medieval and modern Jewish exegesis. 
 
BIB 8305 Book of Job in the Jewish Exegetical Tradition 
Analysis of Job, its message and literary structure in light of modern scholarship and the Jewish exegetical tradition. Philological 
interpretations of Rashi, Joseph Qara and Rashbam; philosophical interpretations of Sa’adia, Abraham Ibn Ezra and Maimonides; 
Nahmanides’ Kabbalistic approach. Implications for Jewish biblical hermeneutics: literary nature of Scripture, the role of peshat as 
opposed to other layers of meaning in Scripture. 

 
BIB 8310 Human and Divine Love in Songs of Song 
In-depth study of Shir HaShirim, its language, structure, imagery, and depiction of human and spiritual love; literal vs. allegorical 
readings in rabbinic and medieval commentaries; modern scholarship, with special emphasis on literary analysis; medieval and 
modern theories of poetics as applied to Biblical poetry. 

 
BIB 8800 Egypt and the Bible 
This course surveys the various ways in which Egypt and Israel interacted in biblical times, and the ways in which understanding 
ancient Egypt can help understand the Bible. Topics covered include linguistic influences, historical interactions from the Late Bronze 
Age through the Persian period, literary and religious influences and commonalities (hymns, and psalms, wisdom literature, love 
songs, prophesy, creation, monotheism) and the place of Egypt in Israelite thought. 

 
BIB 8801 Northwest Semitic Inscriptions & the Bible 
This course surveys the inscriptions, mostly royal and mostly monumental, of the cultures surrounding the Bible, mostly in the period 



 



JPH 6745 Topics in 13th-Century Kabbalah 
An examination of the key themes of the formative period of Kabbalah. Topics studied will include: “origins” of Kabbalah, relationship 
to Maimonides, role of Sefer Yetsirah, Catalonian versus Castilian Kabbalah, kabbalistic theosophy, theories of evil, views of the 
nature of language, reasons for the commandments, and mystical experience. Readings will be taken from the works of Asher 
b.David, Ezra of Gerona, Azriel of Gerona, Jacob ha-Kohen, Isaac ha-Kohen, Todros Abulafia, Moses de Leon, and Josef Gikatilla. 

 
JPH 6760 Messianism in Kabbalah & Hasidut 
An examination of the development of Kabbalistic and Hasidic views on messianism through a close reading of selected Zoharic, 
Lurianic, and Hasidic texts, and relevant scholarship. 

 
JPH 6860 The Early Modern Period: Spinoza & Mendelssohn 
Whether Baruch Spinoza can be thought of as a “Jewish philosopher” has always been a subject for debate. This course will analyze 
his key philosophical ideas in relation both to his medieval Jewish forbears and the major Jewish thinker who followed him—Moses 
Mendelssohn. Topics to be covered will include: the nature of God; the immortality of the soul; freedom and determinism; the status 



JPH 6885 The Philosophy of Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik 
A detailed study of philosophical themes in the writings of Rav Soloveitchik, based on an analysis of key texts and recent 
scholarship. Works to be studied will include: The Halakhic Mind; Halakhic Man; Confrontation; Lonely Man of Faith; and U-
Vikkashtem mi-Sham. 

 

Talmudic Studies 
TAS 6002 (Mishnaic Hebrew) also counts toward the Bible concentration. TAS 6400 (Readings in Medieval Talmudic Commentaries 
and Halakhic Compendia) also counts toward the Medieval History concentration. See also Ancient and Medieval Jewish History for 
courses that can also count toward this concentration. 

 



TAS 6513 Tractate Avodah Zarah in Context 
This course explores themes in tractates Avodah Zarah, “Foreign Worship”, of the Mishnah, Tosefta, Jerusalem and Babylonian 
Talmudim. We will explore Jewish relations with non-Jews-Romans, Christians and Sasanian Persians-from the late 1st to the 6th 
centuries CE, focusing on “idolatry” and its expression in the public sphere. This seminar will focus on modern methods for the 
historical study of rabbinic cultures and literatures. 

 
TAS 6817 Readings in the Babylonian Talmud 


