
Morality

Objective: Many students who intend on attending secular universities on American campuses
predict that they will not speak up on Israel’s behalf. A few defenses for this position include:

(1) It’s easier to just be part of the pro-Israel community and to ignore the criticism.
(2) I am hesitant to judge another community and to appear judgemental.
(3) I do not want to be punished by my professors for being part of the pro-Israel community.

This source sheet addresses these positions as students think about how they will act on their
future college campus.

I. Easier to Ignore the Criticism

(1) Rabbi Efrem Goldberg, America is in a state of moral decline - What are you doing about
it?

America is in a state of moral decline.

That is not just my feeling, it is the assessment of a majority of Americans. According to Gallup,
“Not only are Americans feeling grim about the current state of moral values in the nation, but
they are also mostly pessimistic about the future on the subject, as 78% say morals are getting
worse and just 18% getting better.”

Moral decline can be seen in the deterioration in civility, the increase in litigation, the lack of
integrity, out-of-wedlock births and breakup of families, vulgarity, promiscuity, and immodesty.
As quickly as we have progressed technologically, medically and scientifically, morally we are
rapidly going backwards, confused about basic fundamental values and institutions that much
more primitive people understood clearly.

Perhaps this decline can be explained by another recent Gallup poll that reported that belief in
God among U.S. adults has reached a new low. Belief in God provides a moral anchor and a
moral compass, rules and regulations from an objective and absolute source of truth and decency.
Breakdown of faith breeds relativism, a subjective interpretation of right and wrong. When
morality is determined by popular opinion instead of objective truth, by needing to be compatible
with comfort and convenience rather than mission and service, by the pursuit of pleasure and
happiness, rather than sanctity and holiness, the result is moral decline.

In this morally regressive environment, it is understandab]հӀռ恇

https://news.gallup.com/poll/393659/record-high-americans-rate-moral-values-poor.aspx
https://news.gallup.com/poll/393737/belief-god-dips-new-low.aspx?utm_source=alert&utm_medium=email&utm_content=morelink&utm_campaign=syndication


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tNDCcsH_wgU


Prompt: How do we balance maintaining an open-mind and learning from others, while also
�
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https://www.jpost.com/opinion/when-teachers-harbor-anti-israel-biases-students-also-suffer-645751
https://www.jpost.com/opinion/when-teachers-harbor-anti-israel-biases-students-also-suffer-645751
https://www.jpost.com/tags/education


https://www.adl.org/resources/report/anti-israel-movement-us-campuses-2020-2021

