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I. COURSE COMPETENCIES 

This course addresses Council on Social Work Education Competency #2 and #6 

COMPETENCY 2: ENGAGE DIVERSITY AND DIFFERENCE IN PRACTICE 

Social workers understand how diversity and difference characterize and shape the human 

experience and are critical to the formation of identity. The dimensions of diversity are 

understood as the intersectionality of multiple factors including but not limited to age, class, 

color, culture, disability and ability, ethnicity, gender, gender identity and expression,
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2. Critically evaluate current theories and evidence-based intervention strategies that are 

currently associated with clinical work with older adults in the United States. 

3. Articulate an understanding of the importance in considering of diversity and difference in 
engagement with the aged populations served within the field of social work. 

4. Demonstrate critical thinking and consideration of values specific and unique to older 

populations when performing assessments and selecting effective evidence-based interventions. 

MEASURE 2A-Gain sufficient self-awareness to eliminate the influence of personal biases and 
values in working with diverse groups. 

MEASURE 2B- View themselves as learners and engage those with whom they work as 

informants. 

MEASURE 2C- Demonstrates particular knowledge and sensitivity to forces impacting clients 

who represent stigmatized or at-risk populations. 

 

 
III. INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS 

A combination of lectures, readings, reflections through written journal assignments, class 

activities, case studies, and student presentations will be utilized in this course. Students will be 

asked to integrate experiences from field practice as well as their own personal experiences into 

their class discussions and assignments when possible. Students are expected to actively 

participate in class discussions and exercises. 

This class will utilize Canvas, an online learning management system (LMS) that facilitates 

educational interactions and experiences. It is expected that students will log on to Canvas and 

participate fully in online class activities and discussions. For more information on creating 

a Canvas account, please contact Yeshiva University’s Information Technology department. 

 
 

IV. COURSE EXPECTATIONS AND GRADING 

COURSE EXPECTATIONS 

It is expected that each student will keep up with the required readings in the course outline. It is 

also expected that assigned readings will be completed prior to class. Books and articles listed as 

recommended are designed to enhance or complement the required text. Students are urged to take 

advantage of the supplementary readings ere
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Grades will be weighed as follows: 

Participation & Discussion board comments and responses – 25% 

Reaction Journal with Learning Partner – 20% 

Film Assignment – 25% 

Research project – 30% 

Required
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The following outline is a guide for your paper: 

 
1. Introduction (1 paragraph): an introductory paragraph that brings the reader's attention 

to the film that you will address and why it is meaningful from a gerontological 
perspective. 

2. A brief synopsis of the film (1 paragraph): a very brief overview of the film, with the 
assumption that the reader has not seen it. 

3. Application of aging-related concepts: Discuss at least 4 concepts, principles and/or 
theories from our course that can be applied to shed light on aspects of the film you 
watched (include examples). 

 

4. Select (1) scene that stood out for you. Briefly describe the relevant scene. Explain in 
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• A clear statement of the problem or issue. Who is affected and how are they affected? 

o How has Covid-19 impacted the issue or problem? 

• An analysis of the factors contributing to this condition/issue and their consequences on 

those affected directly and indirectly. Why did this come about and what will happen if it 

is left unaddressed? 

• Possible

Possible
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include reactions to anything new that you learned during the discussions. You may also 

comment or add to information that you may already know. By the end of the 14-weeks, your 

reaction journal should include (5) submissions. 

Grades for this journal will reflect your demonstration of critical thinking; clarity of thought and 

communication; and analysis of the information presented. This reaction journal is written 

from your point of view and is not a formal paper, so no citations are necessary (but can be 

included). 

 

 
Students with Disabilities 

Students with disabilities who are enrolled in this course and who will be requesting documented 

disability-related accommodations are asked to make an appointment with the Office of Disability 

Services, Rochelle Kohn, Beren Campus, 917-326-4828, rkohn1@yu.edu, Abby Kelsen, Wilf 

Campus, 646-685-0118, akelsen@yu.edu, during the first week of class. After approval for 

accommodations is granted, please submit your accommodations letter to Disability Services 

Office immediately. 

 

 
E-RES (Electronic Reserve) 

Most of the articles mentioned in the curriculum are available on electronic reserve [E-RES]. 

You can access the full text articles from your home or from a university computer at no charge. 

1. Go to your class Canvas page. 2. Click the link “Library Resources & E-Reserves” 3. If you wish 

to access e-reserves from the library home page (library.yu.edu), Please use “wurzweiler” all 

lower case, as the password. 4. If you have problems accessing e-reserves, please email: 

ereserves@yu.edu. 

How do I Use E-RES? 

1. Go to the library’s online resources page: 

http://www.yu.edu/libraries/online_resour

mailto:rkohn1@yu.edu
mailto:akelsen@yu.edu
mailto:ereserves@yu.edu
http://www.yu.edu/libraries/online_resources.asp
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To view documents that are in pdf format, the computer you are using must have Adobe Acrobat 

Reader software. You can download it FREE at 

www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html 
 
 

Plagiarism 

Students should remember that the School will not condone plagiarism in any form and will 

sanction acts of plagiarism. A studen

http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html
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Course Outline 
 

 

Date Topic Reading Assignments 

Session 

1 

Introduction and 

Course Overview 

 

 
Understanding Social 

Gerontology 

 

 
Confronting ageism 

and the myths of aging 

Required Readings: 

Morgan, L. A., and Kunkel, S. (2016). Aging, Society, and the Life 
Course, Fifth Edition. Vol. Fifth edition. New York, NY: Springer 
Publishing Company. 
Chapter 1 - Aging and Society, p. 1-22. 

 
Hooyman, N. R. and Kiyak, N. R. (2005). Social Gerontology: A 

Multidisciplinary Perspective (7th ed.). Boston, MA: Pearson Education, 

Inc. Chapter 1 - The Growth of Social Gerontology, pgs. 3-27. 

Dovey, Ceridwen. (2015) What Old Age is Really Like. The New Yorker, October 

1, 2015. 

Haboush, A., Warren, C., & Benuto, L. (2012). Beauty, Ethnicity, and 

Age: Does Internalization of Mainstream Media Ideals Influence 

Attitudes Towards Older Adults? Sex Roles, 66(9-10), 668-676. 

doi:10.1007/s11199-011-0102-6 

Session 
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Session 

4 

Social Challenges of 

Aging 

Required Readings: 
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  Lum, T. Y. (2005). Understanding the Racial and Ethnic Differences in 

Caregiving Arrangements, Journal of Gerontological Social Work, 45:4, 

3-21, DOI: 10.1300/J083v45n04_02 

Session 

8 

Social Work Practice 

in Gerontology 

Required Readings: 

Youdin, R. (2014). Clinical Gerontological Social Work Practice. New 

York: Springer Publishing Company, p.19-45. 

Richards, V. & Barusch, A. (2006) Gerontological practice for the twenty-first 

century: A social work perspective. New York: Columbia University 

Press. Chapter 4, 64-87. 

 

 
McInnis-Dittrich, K. (2010) Social work with elders. A biopsychosocial 

approach to assessment and intervention. Boston, MA: Allyn and Bacon. 

Chapter 11. 

Session 

9 

Elder Abuse 

Hoarding 

Required Readings: 

Beaulieu, M. Ethical and psychosocial issues raised by the practice in cases of 

mistreatment of older adults. Journal of Gerontological Social Work. 

46. ¾ May 2006: 161-186 

Brownell P. & Wolden, A. (2002) Elder Abuse Intervention Strategies: Social 

Service or Criminal Justice? Journal of Gerontological Social Work. 40 

(1/2), 83-101. 

Linzer, N. (2004) Ethical dilemma in elder abuse. Journal of Gerontological 

Social Work, 43(2-3), 165-173. 

Mellor, M.J. & Brownell, P. (2006) Elder abuse and mistreatment. Policy, practice 

and research. Journal of Gerontological Social Work, 46 (3/4). 

Steketee, G., Frost, R., and Kim, H. (2001) Hoarding by Elderly People. Health 

and Social Work, 26(3), 176-184 

Session 

10 

 
 

Older Adults in Prison 

Required Reading: 

Davidson, L., Rowe, M. (2008) Peer support within criminal justice settings: The 

role of forensic peer Specialists, The CMHS National Gains Center. 

Greco, R. (2000) Older prisoners. In Project 2015. The Future of Aging in NYS. 

Articles and briefs. Available at www.aging.state.ny.us 

Maschi, T., Kivak, J., Ko, E., Morrissey, M. (2012) Forget me not: Dementia
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  Old Behind Bars. Available at https://www.hrw.org/report/2012/01/27/old- 

behind-bars/aging-prison-population-united-states 

Session 

11 

Programs and Policies 

for Older Americans 

Required Reading: 

Aldwin, C. M., & Gilmer, D. F. (2013). Health, Illness, and Optimal Aging, 

Second Edition:: Biological and Psychosocial Perspectives (Vol. 2nd ed). 

New York: Springer Publishing Company, 265-294. 

Cox, C. B. (2015). Social Policy for an Aging Society : A Human Rights 

http://www.hrw.org/report/2012/01/27/old-
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Aging and Social Policy 

 
Journal of Aging and Social Policy (JASP). Haworth Press, Inc. 

 
Kim, P.K. H. (Ed.) (1994). Services to the aging and aged: Public policies, and programs. New York: 

Garland. 

 

http://www.aoa.dhhs.gov/
http://aarp.org/
http://www.alz.org/
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/
http://www.geron.org/
http://www.caregiver.org/
http://www.ilcusa.org/
http://www.agingsociety.org/
http://www.nfcacares.org/
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National Center for Health Statistics website http://wwwcdcgov/nchs2000a 
 

National Hispanic Council on Aging http://www.nhcoa.org 
 

New York City Department for the Aging http://www.nyc.gov/html/dfta/html/home 
 

NYS Office for the Aging http://aging.state.ny.us 
 

Senior Action in a Gay Environment http://www.sageusa.org 
 

US Census http://www.census.gov 
 

 

Addendum 
 

NASW 2012 Conference 

Susan J. Bendor DSW bendor@yu.edu 

Yeshiva University, Wurzweiler School of Social Work, New York 
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