
1 

Fish Center  
Academic Catalog 

2024-2025 

Yeshiva University  Emil A. and Jenny Fish Center for Holocaust and Genocide Studies 

Wilf Campus: Belfer Hall, 2495 Amsterdam Avenue, 2nd Floor, New York, NY 10033 
Phone: 1-646-592-6838
Email: fishcenter@yu.edu

mailto:fishcenter@yu.edu


 

 
 

2 

ABOUT THIS CATALOG 

Unless otherwise stated in this document, this catalog supersedes all previous catalogs and academic information 
and policies and is binding on all Emil A. and Jenny Fish Center for Holocaust and Genocide Studies graduate 
students at Yeshiva University, effective at the time they enroll. It was prepared based on the best information 
available at the time of publication. The University reserves the right to change tuition, fees, course offerings, 
regulations, policies, and admission and graduation requirements at any time without prior notice. However, 
students may continue a course of study in effect at the time they enrolled provided that they complete the 
program within the specified time period. 

 

This catalog, posted on the YU website, is the official catalog. Printed versions are copies of the catalog. If there are 
corrections or changes, they will be published on the YU website. 
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WELCOME TO FISH CENTER 

Welcome to the Emil A. and Jenny Fish Holocaust and Genocide Studies Center. I want to personally 
thank you for deciding to pursue a Master of Arts (MA) in Holocaust and Genocide Studies at Yeshiva 
University. It is �š�Z����purpose of this program to offer an exploration of the Holocaust from a Jewish 
perspective, anchoring this field in the study of the Jewish lives lost and the Jewish reactions to the 
Holocaust during and after this catastrophic event in history. Uniquely, our program provides 
students with a close look into what was lost during the Holocaust �t an entire civilization that thrived 
for over a millennium and was subject to total destruction by the German Nazis and their 
collaborators. 

At the Fish Center we believe that we have an obligation to remember what happened, to appreciate 
that which was lost, no matter who we are. The only way we can remember, is if we understand, and 
we can do so only if we study this vast and consequential subject first. We are pleased and proud to 
offer our students an unparalleled investigation of the Holocaust of European Jewry. And while our 
subject is laser focused �t the Shoah from a Jewish perspective �t we do so through an 
interdisciplinary exploration, encompassing a broad range of disciplines. I am fully confident that our 
graduates, as they view the Holocaust through the many lenses of history, law, socia
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YESHIVA UNIVERSITY 

�z���•�Z�]�À�����h�v�]�À���Œ�•�]�š�Ç���]�•���š�Z�����Á�}�Œ�o���[�•���‰�Œ���u�]���Œ���:���Á�]�•�Z���]�v�•�š�]�š�µ�š�]�}�v���(�}�Œ���Z�]�P�Z���Œ�������µ�����š�]�}�v�X���Z�}�}�š�������]�v���:���Á�]�•�Z���š�Z�}�µ�P�Z�š�����v�� 
tradition, it sits at the educational, spiritual and intellectual epicenter of a robust global movement that is 
dedicated to advancing the moral and material betterment of the Jewish community and broader society, in the 
service of God. 

 

In September 2017, Ari Berman was inaugurated as the fifth president of Yeshiva University. He succeeded Richard 
M. Joel, who was inaugurated in 2003, and Norman Lamm, who had held the office since 1976. President Berman's 
two other predecessors were Bernard Revel, president from 1915 to 1940, and Samuel Belkin, who served from 
1943 to 1975. 

 
 

Visit https://www.yu.edu for more information about Yeshiva University. 
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UNIVERSITY POLICIES 

Equal 
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responsibility relating to enf�}�Œ�����u���v�š���}�(���š�Z�����‰�}�o�]���Ç���Z���•���������v�����•�•�]�P�v�������š�}���š�Z�����h�v�]�À���Œ�•�]�š�Ç�[�•���d�]�š�o�����/�y�����}�}�Œ���]�v���š�}�Œ�U�����Œ�X�����Z���]�u��
Nissel, at (646) 592-4201.  

 

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities 
The Office of Disability Services assists students with documented disabilities or medical conditions in obtaining 
reasonable accommodations. Some of the disabilities accommodated include physical, emotional or learning 
disabilities, ADHD, hearing impairments, and visual impairments. Visit the following website for more information 
about documentation guidelines and available accommodations: https://www.yu.edu/student-life/resources-and- 
services/disability-services/students. 

 

Students who wish to request accommodations for a documented disability that affects his/her academic 
performance and students who suspect that they may have a disability are encouraged to contact the Office of 
Disability Services: 

· Wilf Campus: Abigail Kelsen, (646) 592-4280 /akelsen@yu.edu 
 

Student Conduct and Student Rights 
Please visit https://www.yu.edu/student-life/resources-and-services/Standards-Policies and review the University 
policies on student conduct and student rights, including: 

· Athlete Protection Policy 
· Anti-Bullying and Hazing Policy for Students 
· Credit Card Marketing Policy 
· Drug and Alcohol Policy 
· Medical Form 
· Requirements for Working with 
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https://www.yu.edu/registrar/grad-calendar/
http://www.yu.edu/myyu
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1. Log in with your Banner ID 
2. Click on �^�^�š�µ�����v�š and Financial ���]���_ 
3. Click on �^�^�š�µ�����v�š �Z�����}�Œ���•�_ 
4. ���o�]���l���}�v���^�&�]�v���o �'�Œ�������•�_�����v����select the appropriate term 

 
Description of Grades 
There are two categories of grades that can be recorded on a �•�š�µ�����v�š�[�• transcript. Academic grades note academic 
achievement in a course of study; administrative grades note a �•�š�µ�����v�š�[�• status in a course of study. 

 
 

ACADEMIC 
GRADES 

 ADMINISTRATIVE



 





https://www.yu.edu/osf/contact
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specific program requires a higher GPA. Individual exceptions may be made with the approval of the Program 
Director and Dean.  
 

Degrees are conferred in September, January, and May each year. A student applies for a degree by filing an 
Application for Graduation Form in the Office of the Registrar. Students will not be eligible to receive a degree 
unless they have submitted the Application for Graduation Form by the appropriate deadline as published in the 
Academic Calendar. 

 
Should the degree not be awarded at that degree date, a new application must be filed prior to the degree date 
deadlines thereafter until the degree is awarded. Graduation fees paid initially remain valid for two (2) years and 
need not be paid again unless more than two (2) years elapses between payment and award of degree. 

 

Students are bound by the curriculum that was in effect during the first semester they enrolled in the program. 
Students are responsible for meeting regularly with their academic advisors and checking their unofficial 
transcripts to ensure they are on track to graduate. 

 

Diplomas 
Diplomas will be mailed to the address students list on the Application for Graduation Form within 

https://www.yu.edu/sites/default/files/legacy/uploadedFiles/Academics/Registrar/Forms/YC/Duplicate%20Diploma%20Request%20Form.pdf
https://www.yu.edu/sites/default/files/legacy/uploadedFiles/Academics/Registrar/Forms/YC/Duplicate%20Diploma%20Request%20Form.pdf
http://www.yu.edu/registrar
https://www.yu.edu/registrar/registration.
http://www.yu.edu/transcript
http://www.yu.edu/registrar
https://www.yu.edu/registrar/registration.
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     SATISFACTORY PROGRESS POLICIES 

Good Academic Standing 
All students must maintain a minimum grade point average of 3.0 cumulatively and must make satisfactory progress 
�š�}�Á���Œ�������������P�Œ�������Á�]�š�Z�]�v���š�Z�����š�]�u�����(�Œ���u���•�������š���]�o�������]�v���š�Z�����^�d�]�u�����>�]�u�]�š���š�]�}�v�•�_���‰�Œ�}�À�]�•�]�}�v�X�����o�o students must meet 
these standards of good academic standing and satisfactory academic progress. Students not     meeting these 
standards will then be �����•�]�P�v���š���������•���^�}�v���‰�Œ�}�����š�]�}�v�U�_ with the expectation that the student will return to good 
academic standing by the end of the following semester.  Students on probation may lose any scholarships that 
have been awarded and may become ineligible for financial aid. These standards are applicable to all students. 
They are required for certification by New York State for financial assistance under Section 145-2.2 of the 
Regulations of the Commissioner of Education and are required by federal regulations to receive aid under Title IV 
of the Higher Education Act. 

 

Academic Probation and Dismissal 

mustmust

these
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CODE OF ETHICS 

Academic Integrity 
The submission by a student of any examination, course assignment, or degree requirement is assumed to 
guarantee that the thoughts and expressions therein not expressly credited to another are literally the �•�š�µ�����v�š�[�• 
own. Evidence to the contrary will result in appropriate penalties, described below. 
 

Cheating on Assignments and/or Exams 
Cheating is an affront on academic integrity and ethics. Any instance of dishonesty undermines your work and the 
work of your classmates and the University. 
 

Plagiarism 
In defining plagiarism, this policy distinguishes between Intentional Misrepresentation (which is deemed to 
constitute plagiarism) and Misuse of Sources. These are two clear extremes, but this policy also recognizes that 
there can be a continuum between them. 
 

 
Intentional Misrepresentation �}�����µ�Œ�•���Á�Z���v�������•�š�µ�����v�š�������o�]�����Œ���š���o�Ç���µ�•���•���•�}�u���}�v�������o�•���[�•���o���v�P�µ���P���U���]�������•�U���}�Œ other 
original (not common knowledge) work without acknowledging the source. Examples include but are not limited to 
when a student submits an Assignment that: a) is downloaded from an Internet source and/or obtained from a 
paper mill; b) is obtained from someone else (including another student); c) contains part or all of the writings of 
another person (including another student), without acknowledgment of the source; or d) contains passages that 
were cut and pasted from an Internet source, without acknowledgement of the source. 
 
Misuse of Sources is the unintentional misappropriation of the language, ideas, and work of others due to a lack of 
understanding of the conventions of citation and documentation, including paraphrasing, quoting, and the 
parameters of common knowledge. 
 
Students are responsible for knowing how to quote from, paraphrase, summarize, and cite sources correctly. 
However, when a student has attempted to acknowledge a source but has not done so fully or completely, the 
instructor, perhaps in consultation with other faculty, administrators, or an academic integrity panel, may 
determine that the issue is Misuse of Sources or unsuccessful writing, rather than Intentional Misrepresentation.1 
 

Penalties and Procedures for Violating Academic Integrity Standards 
Accordingly, students who act in a dishonest manner by cheating on written exams or plagiarizing are subject to 
penalty under the following procedures. 
 

Please Note: If a faculty member determines that a student unintentionally misused sources on an assignment, 
�Z���l�•�Z�����u���Ç���o�}�Á���Œ���š�Z�����P�Œ���������}�v���š�Z�������•�•�]�P�v�u���v�š���]�v���‹�µ���•�š�]�}�v���~�]�v���o�µ���]�v�P���o�}�Á���Œ�]�v�P���š�}�������P�Œ���������}�(���^�&�_�•�X���E�}���������]�š�]onal 
penalty should be imposed. 

 

Notification Process 
Any member of the Yeshiva University community may initiate a report of cheating on a written exam or 
plagiarism. The complainant should report the incident immediately, and no later than 10 days after the incident 
occurred and should submit an Incident Report Form to the applicable Program Director. 

1. The Program Director will then submit a written copy of the charges (cheating or plagiarism) 
to the  student no later than 10 days after the incident was initially reported. 

2. The student will then have the opportunity to accept or deny responsibility for the actions or 
challenge     the allegations within 5 days after receiving the report documenting the charges. 

3. If the student accepts responsibility for the action, then appropriate academic sanctions will apply 
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4. If the student denies the allegations, Fish Center Student Advocate will conduct an initial 
investigation to assess the merits of the case within 10 days after receipt of the �•�š�µ�����v�š�[�• statement 
of denial. Fish Center Student Advocate is a full-time staff member

member

http://www.wpacouncil.org/positions/index.html
https://psdocs.syr.edu/sudocs/vpcai/finalizeddocs3.pdf
http://www.wsulibs.wsu.edu/plagiarism/what.html
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Readmission after Dismissal 
Students who have been dismissed as a result of a violation of academic integrity standards may apply for 
readmission after one semester of non-attendance. An application for readmission should be made directly to the 
Program Director and the Office of Admissions. The application should state the reasons for readmission and 
include a statement of steps the student has taken or changes he/she has made to merit readmission. Any 
readmission may require conditions of probation and/or academic or other counseling. 

 

Other Violations of Academic Integrity 
In addition to cheating and plagiarism, other examples of academic integrity violations include, but are not limited 
to: 

· Assisting or attempting to assist another student in an act of academic dishonesty. 
· Providing papers, essays, research, or other sn
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limited

https://www.yu.edu/sites/default/files/legacy/uploadedFiles/Offices_and_Services/Information_Technology/Home/Yeshiva%20University%20Student%20Technology%20Resources%20Use%20Handbook.pdf
https://www.yu.edu/sites/default/files/legacy/uploadedFiles/Offices_and_Services/Information_Technology/Home/Yeshiva%20University%20Student%20Technology%20Resources%20Use%20Handbook.pdf


 

 21 



http://www.yu.edu/graduateimmunization


mailto:fishcenter@yu.edu
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyu.instructure.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7CHodaya.Blau%40yu.edu%7C51024aaf18954976a4b308db8df6acc1%7C04c70eb48f2648079934e02e89266ad0%7C0%7C0%7C638259862841658274%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cHYteprAEg%2BdFMsrXySXdvn%2BUwWCLfqldqkSeCYHV3g%3D&reserved=0
http://www.yu.edu/student-life/counseling
https://www.yu.edu/student-life/resources-and-services/disability-services/students
https://www.yu.edu/student-life/resources-and-services/disability-services/students
mailto:fishcenter@yu.edu.
http://www.yu.edu/graduateimmunization
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Library Services 
Yeshiva University's libraries offer a wealth of information and support for advanced learning, research, and 
scholarly inquiry in an environment dedicated to the open exchange of information. While their primary 
responsibility lies with the students and faculty of Yeshiva University, the libraries also engage in scholarly, cultural, 
and artistic interactions with broader communities. Students at any Yeshiva University campus have full access to 
the entire YU Libraries system. Learn more at www.yu.edu/libraries. 

 

New Student Orientation 
Every F

http://www.yu.edu/libraries
https://www.yu.edu/katz/graduate/admissions/tuition-fees
https://www.yu.edu/osf/graduate-schools/grad-payment
http://www.onecard.yu.edu/
http://www.yu.edu/findid
https://www.yu.edu/yucard/tips
mailto:yucardsupport@yu.edu
https://www.yu.edu/sites/default/files/legacy/uploadedFiles/Offices_and_Services/Safety-and-Security/Parking/nights_and_shabbos_parking.pdf
https://www.yu.edu/sites/default/files/legacy/uploadedFiles/Offices_and_Services/Safety-and-Security/Parking/Alumni%20Parking%20Application%20rev%208.15.pdf
mailto:parking@yu.eduregarding


mailto:fishcenter@yu.edu
http://www.yushuttles.com/
https://www.yu.edu/safety-security/transportation/shuttles
https://www.yu.edu/safety-security/transportation/shuttles
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EMIL A. AND JENNY FISH CENTER 
FOR HOLOCAUST AND GENOCIDE STUDIES 
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MA in Holocaust and Genocide Studies 

The MA in Holocaust and Genocide Studies is an interdisciplinary program designed to 
���Œ�}�������v���•�š�µ�����v�š�•�[���]�v�š���o�o�����š�µ���o���Z�}�Œ�]�Ì�}�v�•�����•���Á�������Æ�‰�o�}�Œ�����š�Z�����,�}�o�}�����µ�•�š���(�Œ�}�u�������:���Á�]�•�Z��
perspective and in conjunction with the study of other genocides that have occurred since 
the early 20th century up to the present. Relying on the resources and faculty in one of the 
�Á�}�Œ�o���[�•���‰�Œ���u�]���Œ���:���Á�]�•�Z���]�v�•�š�]�š�µ�š�]�}�v�•���(�}�Œ���Z�]�P�Z���Œ�������µ�����š�]�}�v�U���š�Z�]�•���‰�Œ�}�P�Œ���u���}�(�(���Œ�•�������µ�v�]�‹�µ����
investigation of the Holocaust of European Jewry through an interdisciplinary exploration 
that includes social, political, philosophical, and theological ramifications, as well as their 
artistic and literary representations. 

Program Director 
�x Dr. Shay Pilnik, Director, MA in Holocaust and Genocide Studies and Fish Center

Curriculum and Degree Requirements 
�/�v���z���•�Z�]�À�����h�v�]�À���Œ�•�]�š�Ç�[�•��30-credit MA in Holocaust and Genocide Studies �š�Z���Œ�������Œ��  courses focusing on the
impact of and relationship with Holocaust in law, psychology, philosophy, education, the arts, and of 
course, history. By encompassing a broad range of disciplines this program presents a new lens through 
which the Holocaust of European Jewry would be viewed as an event impacting all aspects of the human 
experience; an unprecedented and unique event, fully deserving of investigation that cuts across a 
myriad of academic disciplines. 
�Z���‹�µ�]�Œ���������}�µ�Œ�•���•���]�v���o�µ�������í�î���Œ���‹�µ�]�Œ���������Œ�����]�š�•���~�,�K�>�ñ�í�ì�ì���}�Œ���ò�ò�ì�ñ�V���,�K�>�ñ�ò�ì�ñ�V���,�K�>�ó�ì�ì�ì���}�Œ���,�K�>�ó�í�ì�ì�����v�����ó�ì�ñ�ì�X�•��
�d�Z�����Œ���u���]�v�]�v�P���í�ô�����Œ�����]�š�•�����Œ�����š�}�����������}�u�‰�o���š�������À�]�������À���]�o�����o�������o�����š�]�À���•�X�����o�o���•�š�µ�����v�š�•�����Œ�������v���}�µ�Œ���P�������š�}���µ�•����
�‰���Œ�š���}�(���š�Z���]�Œ�����o�����š�]�À���•���š�}���P���]�v���������Œ�}�������Œ���µ�v�����Œ�•�š���v���]�v�P���}�(���š�Z�����,�}�o�}�����µ�•�š�X

Sample Course Sequence 

Semester 1 Semester 2 Semester 3 Semester 4 Semester 5  
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credits) 
The course examines the Jewish attempts to commemorate the communal catastrophes they experienced from 
the destructions of both Temples in ancient times through the twentieth century. We will examine the specific 
particularity of the response to each of the historical events surveyed in the course. 

HOL 6630 �t Jews in Eastern Europe, 1914-1945 (3 credits) 
Survey of the political, social, and economic history of East European Jewry from the outbreak of the First World 
War to the end of Communist rule in 1989. Topics include the character of the Soviet Jewish experiment; the 
evolution of Jewish life in interwar Poland, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Romania, and Lithuania; the impact of Nazi 
genocidal policies on the Jewish communities of the area, and the attempts to reestablish Jewish communal life 
after the Holocaust. 

HOL 6650 �t History & Nature of Antisemitism (3 credits) 
This course provides an overview of the history of anti-Semitism from antiquity through the contemporary world. 
It examines the intellectual underpinnings of tolerance and intolerance in the key civilizations where Jews resided, 
discrimination against Jews, and eruptions of anti-Jewish violence. 
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choose one of the three options: a. To integrate the different areas of study surveyed in the program into a single, 
focused research topic dedicated to a specific subject, b. To pursue a practical project, often done in partnership 
with an external organization or program to which their knowledge may be applied, c. To take a comprehensive 
exam that will summarize and synthesize their entire coursework. 
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   Advanced Certificate in Holocaust Education 
The Advanced Certificate in Holocaust Education is uniquely designed for docents and public 
and private school educators, administrators, and librarians in grades 6 �t 12 who seek 
effective, age-appropriate methods and materials for teaching about the Holocaust. Yeshiva 
University has the expertise in Holocaust studies and pedagogy to effectively and sensitively 
teach about what must be the foundation of Holocaust education: the Shoah from the 
perspective of the Jews who experienced it. Only in doing so will the next generation be able 
to build on an introduction to the multi-faceted Jewish communities and cultures that existed 
before they were destroyed and on an understanding of Jewish agency, resilience, defense, 
and defiance. 

The 12-credit Advanced Certificate of Yeshiva University to ensure that public and private 
school teachers learn about this watershed in a manner that will enable them to feel secure 
in their teaching. 

Program Director 
· Dr. Karen Shawn  �t Director of Educational Outreach, Advanced Certificate in Holocaust Education

Curriculum and Degree Requirements 
The flexible 12-credit program enables students to design a path best suited for their lives, 
choosing part-
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Sample Course Descriptions 

HOL 6420 �t Teaching Holocaust Herstories: Mothers, Daughters, Fighters, & Survivors (1 credit) 
This module will explore varied experiences of women in the Holocaust and how to introduce them most 
���(�(�����š�]�À���o�Ç���š�}���Ç�}�µ�Œ���•�š�µ�����v�š�•�X���t���[�o�o�����]�•���µ�•�•���Ç�}�µ�v�P���Á�}�u���v���Á�Z�}���(�}�µ�P�Z�š���Á�]�š�Z���š�Z�����‰���Œ�š�]�•���v�•���]�v�����Œ�}���š�]���V�������:���Á�]�•�Z��
�š�����v���P���Œ���]�v���h�l�Œ���]�v���V�������P�]�Œ�o���(�Œ�}�u���s�]���v�v�����Á�Z�}���•�µ�Œ�À�]�À�������}�v�������<�]�v�����Œ�š�Œ���v�•�‰�}�Œ�š�U�����v�����}�š�Z���Œ�•�X���z�}�µ�[�o�o��learn about 
impossible situations and choices women faced through photographs and stories of women interviewed by 
Centropa, a historical institute based in Vienna. Our focus will be on how to integrate the photographs, interviews, 
���v���������v�š�Œ�}�‰���[�•���•�Z�}�Œ�š�U���u�µ�otimedia films into lessons and project-based learning. 

HOL 6425 �t The Centropa Archives: Using Primary Source Interviews & Photographs to Teach the Holocaust (1 credit) 

HOL 6435 �t Telling History: Using Short Stories & Poetry to Teach about the Holocaust (1 credit) 
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In this class, students will explore the challenges and opportunities offered by graphic novels about the Holocaust, 
learning the best practices for their use in the classroom. We will analyze these texts through historical, aesthetic, 
ethical, and literary lenses and explore best practices for using them to teach about the Holocaust. 

HOL 6620 �t Five Chapters of the Holocaust & How We Teach Them I (1 credit) 
This online, synchronous course will raise and examine five crucial questions whose thoughtful consideration is 
 




