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F A I T H  A N D  D O U B T  

Introductory Questions 

 ?Ȍ What are 2 of the biggest questions you have for Hashem in your lifeא
 ?Ȍ What do you think Josephǯs biggest questions had for Hashem in his lifeב 
 ?Ȍ How do we approach finding answers to our ǲbigǳ questionsג

YAAKOV WONǯT BE COMFORTED  

ֻ֩מו ֻ֩ —להלז: נָָּ֨יו וַי ָּק  ָ֜יו   כׇל־ב ָּ נֹתָּ אֵן    לְנחֲַמוֹ֗  וְכׇל־ב ְ ִּֽי־אֵרֵֵ֧ד וַי ֹֹּ֕אמֶר  לְהִתְנחֵֵַ֔ם וַיְמָּ נִִ֛י   כ ִ בֵֵ֖ל  אֶל־ב ְ  אָּ
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3) Joseph does not succumb to the advances of אשת פוטיפר. How could he do it?  
 

 
4) Which word in ח פסוק  has a special (infrequently used) cantillation note? 

 

5) What does this word mean and what does the special note tell us that adds to the 
word? 
 

6) Where else have we seen this word in our parsha? 

 

 

7) How did Joseph refuse אשת פוטיפר?  

A: Because not only did he believe in himself, but he knew that his father believed in him! 

 

➔ HOLD ON: How did Joseph even know that Yaakov refused to accept he was gone? 

See this powerful quote from Rabbi Soloveitchik about the lessons we learn from our 
parents, even without them saying them out loud: 

"We have two massorot, two traditions ... Father teaches the son the discipline of thought as well as 

the discipline of action. Father's tradition is an intellectual-moral one... What kind of a Torah does 

the mother pass on? ...Most of all I learned from [my mother] that Judaism expresses itself not only 



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hVCBrkrFrBE
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➔ See Rabbi Sacks and Rabbi Soloveitchik for a perspective on how Joseph, and all 

Jews, see the world: 

“Jewish faith is not about believing the world to be other than it is. It is not about ignoring the 

evil, the darkness and the pain. It is about courage, endurance and the capacity to hold fast to 

ideals even when they are ignored by others. It is the ability to see the world for what it is and yet 

still believe that it could be different. It is about not giving up, not letting go.” (Radical Then, 

Radical Now p. 182) 

- How do we see this attribute in Joseph throughout his narratives? 

 

 

Of course, the Jew represents the same ambivalence. He has inherited Joseph's dual nature. On the 

one hand, we are very practical people; we are skeptics, very critical of things and events. We 

examine every phenomenon in the light of matter-of fact logic, in terms of possibilities and 

probabilities. We have a down-to-earth approach, and emotions do not sweep us off our feet. 

On the other hand, like Joseph, we are dreamers, prophets, visionaries beholding the whole 

universe, hoping and believing that, even though it is slow in coming, the great day-"ba-yom ha-hu"-

will finally arrive. And for the sake of that wondrous day we have heroically defied the whole world 

and retained our identity. 

The dual nature of the Jew as realist and visionary has been responsible for our survival. Like 

Joseph, we can dream and be seers while living in a very pragmatic, scientifically oriented world. 

(Rabbi Soloveitchik, Vision and Leadership p.8) 

12) When in recent history have we seen embody this attribute of ǲdreamers, prophets, 
visionaries?ǳ 
  
 

13) What visions do you have that seem dream-like? 

 

 


